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SUB J : MINERALS QUESTIONNAIRE AND PETROLEUM STATISTICS 
REF: (A) CERP 4291, (B) CERP 4250 

1 . EMBASSY WAS DELAYED APPROACHING SARG OFFICIALS FOR 
INFORMATION TO COMPLETE SUBJECT CERP REPORTS DUE TO CHANGE 
OF GOVERNMENT AUGUST 8; MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND MINERAL 
RESOURCES MUSTAPHA WAS REPLACED BY ISA DARWISH, A BAATH 
PARTY OFFICIAL WITH NO PREVIOUS PETROLEUM OR MINERALS 
EXPRIENCE (HE PREVIOUSLY ADMINISTERED A LARGE STATE 
TEXTILE PLANT). WE SENT QUESTIONNAIRES TO DARWISH AUGUST 
30, WITH COVERING LETTER EXPLAINING PURPOSE OF OUR INTEREST 
IN THESE STATISTICS, TOGETHER WITH A SET OF "MINERALS 
YEARBOOKS". HE NEVER REPLIED TO OUR LETTER AND OUR 
ATTEMPTS TO FOLLOW UP AT THE DEPUTY MINISTER LEVEL HAVE 
NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL. LAST WEEK DEPUTY MINISTER NADER 
NABULSI TOLD EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER THAT DARWISH 
HAD DECIDED NOT TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY THE 
REQUESTED INFORMATION "AT THIS TIME". 

2. 1 HAVE NOT YET HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO CALL UPON 
THE NEW PETROLEUM MINISTER, BUT I INTEND DISCUSS THIS 
MATTER WITH HIM WHEN I DO. MEANWHILE, EMBASSY WILL 
PREPARE INTERIM REPORT BASED ON PUBLISHED DATA AND 
WHATEVER RELIABLE INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
PRIVATE SOURCES. 

MURPHY 
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